
NEW JERSEY ATHLETIC CoNfERENCE
FOOTBALL PLAYERS OF THE WEEK

WEEK ENDING 9/19/15

OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE WEEK
RYAN JONES • Salisbury University  
Junior • Quarterback • Parkton, MD/Hereford

Jones earns NJAC Offensive Player of the Week honors after leading the Sea Gulls to their first 
NJAC victory in program history, a 46-14 road win at Montclair State. Through the air he completed 
6-of-11 passes for 162 yards and a pair of touchdowns, including an 86-yard scoring strike for 
the first points of the game. He also averaged 10.8 yards per carry, finishing his first career NJAC 
contest with 151 yards on 14 carries and pair of rushing touchdowns. In total, he finished the game 
with 313 total yards of offense in Salisbury’s first win of the season. Jones currently ranks third in 
the NJAC in pass efficiency (187.7).

dEFENSIVE PLAYER OF THE WEEK
SAMER MANNA • Wesley College
Sophomore • Linebacker • Germantown, MD/Northwest

Manna earns NJAC Defensive Player of the Week honors after helping the Wolverines improve 
to 2-0 in league play with a 44-24 conference win over Christopher Newport. In Wesley’s home 
opener at newly named Drass Field, he collected a game-high 17 tackles and also registered a 
quarterback hurry. His 17 stops mark the most by an NJAC player in a contest this season. Manna 
currently ranks tied for the conference lead in tackles (11.5 per game).

SPEcIAL TEAmS PLAYER OF THE WEEK
zAK OSbORNE • Salisbury University
Senior • Kicker • Salisbury, MD/Parkside
 

Osborne earns NJAC Special Teams Player of the Week honors after helping Salisbury register a 
46-14 NJAC road win at Montclair State. In the first NJAC contest of his career, he was a perfect 
2-for-2 on field goal attempts, connecting on kicks of 35 and 28 yards apiece. He also connected 
on four extra points, finishing the contest with 10 total points scored. Osborne currently leads the 
NJAC in kick scoring (10.0 points per game).

OFFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE WEEK
GAvIN LAvAt • Frostburg State University
Freshman • Running back • Edgewater, MD/Dematha

Lavat earns NJAC Offensive Rookie of the Week honors after helping the Bobcats secure their first 
NJAC win in program history, a 42-7 conference road victory at Southern Virginia. He averaged 5.5 
yards per carry in just his second collegiate contest, finishing with 66 rushing yards on 12 carries 
and pair of touchdown runs, including a 5-yard TD scamper for the first points of the contest. Lavat 
currently ranks 11th in the NJAC in rushing (58.0 yards per game).

dEFENSIVE ROOKIE OF THE WEEK
NICK SACHS • Kean University
Freshman • Defensive Line • Morristown, NJ/Morristown
 

Sachs earns NJAC Defensive Rookie of the Week honors after helping Kean improve to 2-0 on the 
season for the first time since 2011 with a 23-6 NJAC road win at TCNJ. In the first NJAC contest 
of his collegiate career, he tallied three tackles, one pass break-up, and one pass defensed. Sachs 
contributed to a Cougars’ defensive performance which held the Lions to just one fourth quarter 
score in the victory.


